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The music charts are awash with guitar-
wielding boy-next-door types. But before 
Sam Smith, James Bay and even Ed 
Sheeran, there was James Morrison.

A decade has gone by since the then-21-year-old 
Brit was flung into the limelight with his debut 
multiplatinum album Undiscovered, which sold two 
million copies worldwide. Originally he was thrown 

in with fellow heart-melting singer-songwriters Paolo 
Nutini and James Blunt. Blunt, however, was ten 
years his senior and better suited to deal with fame. 
Like most young stars, Morrison’s ride wasn’t easy.

“I’ve always felt slightly embarrassed to come 
over as a celebrity in any way, as I’m not, I’m just a 
normal bloke,” explained the singer, who grew up 
in the Midlands, UK, listening to records of soul 

James Morrison was well on his way to stardom before family tragedies stopped 
him in his stride. Now the soul singer is back on stage where he belongs
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Meet the Morrisons 
There must be some star status in 

the name James Morrison…

JAMES MORRISON,  
THE JAZZ STAR

The famous Australian jazz musician and 
trumpeter has played alongside legends 

such as Quincy Jones and performed 
in the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games 

opening ceremony.

JIM MORRISON, THE ROCKER
The iconic singer and lead of the 1970s 

rock band The Doors, best known for 
their songs Light My Fire and Hello, I 

Love You.

JAMES MORRISON,  
THE FOOTBALLER

The professional footballer and midfielder 
has recently signed a new two-year 

contract with West Bromwich Albion. 

JAMES MORRISON, THE GOLFER
A professional English golfer, Morrison 
may only be World No 106, but he has 

two European Tour wins under his belt. 

JAMES MORRISON, THE FIDDLER 
Around the early 20th century, he was a 

famous Irish champion fiddler, known for 
his upbeat jig-style tunes. 

legends Otis Redding, Van Morrison 
and Al Green. In 2007, before he’d even 
turned 22, his success was cemented 
with a BRIT Award For Best Male. 
Then for five years he dominated the 
airwaves with his sensitive soul songs, 
including You Give Me Something and 
Wonderful World. His raspy voice made 
him instantly recognisable. (Fun fact: 
his gravely tone is actually the result of 
having whooping cough as a child.)

The hits and chart-topping albums 
kept coming, such as Broken Strings 
(featuring Nelly Furtado) from his 2008 
record Songs For You, Truths For Me, 
and I Won’t Let You Go from 2011’s The 
Awakening. He even impressed UAE 
crowds when he headlined the Dubai 
International Jazz Festival in 2012. 

And then all went quiet. 
It was as if Morrison had disappeared. 

That’s not far from the truth, as the 
blue-eyed soul singer took himself away 
from the limelight and actually turned 
his back on his guitar for a good six 
months. The break was the result of a 
succession of family tragedies – he lost 
his father, brother and nephew within 
three years – which understandably 
knocked him sideways.

“Spiritually, I had the wind kicked out 
of me. I stopped believing the world was 
good,” admitted the singer-songwriter. 
He said he took time to “just feel like a 
normal bloke that can go to the shop” 
and spent much of it with his young 
daughter, Elsie. Slowly he returned to 
his music, confident and refreshed, and 
the result of this new start was his 2015 
album Higher Than Here. He broke his 
silence with the single Demons, which 
showcased his deeper and more mature 
sound. Even his lyrics were influenced 
by his difficult few years: “I’m only 
human / underneath my skin the cuts 
run deep / I just need a little time to 
work them out.” 

Last summer he returned to the UK 
festival circuit, rocking stages at both T In 
The Park and V Festival. His latest single 
I Need You Tonight came out in March, 
and while it’s a little more upbeat than 
his usual style with some electro vibes, it 
retains that unmistakable Morrison gruff 
soul that his fans adore.
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